
 

 

 

CAP KAKI TIGA 

Brand Names and Lawsuit 

Sometimes a company or manufacturer needs to deal with lawsuit due to the brand name that they 
choose for their product. There are so many examples of cases about company or manufacturer that 
have to deal with lawsuit due to the brand name that they choose for their product. This also becomes 
a reason why you should choose the brand name for your product very carefully so that you can avoid 
any lawsuit in the future. 

One of the most popular cases about lawsuit to a brand name that happen recently is the case that 
involves a popular brand name called Cap Kaki Tiga. Cap Kaki Tiga is a very popular brand name in 
Indonesia as well as in other countries such as Malaysia and Singapore, this brand name is known as 
Three Legs Cooling Water.  

What Is Cap Kaki Tiga? 

Cap Kaki Tiga is a very popular brand name in Indonesia. This brand name is used for cooling water 
product which manufactured by a company called PT. Kino Indonesia. This company produces Cap 
Kaki Tiga product under license from Wen Ken Group Singapore. Cap Kaki Tiga cooling water is not 
only produced and marketed in Indonesia but also in Malaysia and Singapore as well. The Wen Ken 
Group Singapore is basically established in Malaysia and built to provide medicines and other health 
products that are needed by people.   

The most notable thing about this cooling water product is definitely its brand name. The brand name 
of this product is very unique and has good philosophy behind it. Cap Kaki Tiga uses certain image as 
its logo. The logo of this brand name is an image of three legs that are arranged in circle form.  

According to the company, this logo has special meaning. Each of the leg represents its own 
meaning. The leg that points to upper direction represents life that should always have been directed 
to the truth that came from the above, in this case the truth that came from God. The leg that steps 
the ground represents the hard work that should be done to reach success. And the leg that kneels 
down represents the humble heart that should be possessed by anyone who has decent morals.  

Even though the use of the logo is part of the brand name for cooling water product that is produced 
by PT. Kino Indonesia has really deep philosophy, however, this company has to deal with lawsuit 
related with the logo. 

The Lawsuit for Cap Kaki Tiga Brand Name 

The three legs logo that used by Cap Kaki Tiga product becomes the subject of the lawsuit that is filed 
by Russel Vince. Russel Vince is an UK citizen and he found out that the three legs logo that is used 
as brand name by Cap Kaki Tiga is similar with the logo that is used on Isle of Man’s flag.   

This case became a highlight when the Supreme Court granted Russel Vince’s lawsuit on September 
2016. The three legs logo that is also known as triskelion is used both in the brand name of Cap Kaki 
Tiga Product and the flag of Isle of Man. Isle of Man is an island that is also known as British Crown 
dependency with self governing type of government. This small sized island is positioned in the Irish 
Sea. The British Crown dependency is a term that is used to describe an island or a specific territory 
where UK government is responsible for the island or the territory.    

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Based on the lawsuit that is filed by Russel Vince, the court in Indonesia then instructed the 
Directorate General of Intellectual Property to prohibit the use of the three legs logo and pulled the 
certificate of this brand in Indonesia. According to the Director of Marks, Mr. Fathlurachman, since 2 
September 2016, the brand Cap Kaki Tiga has been deleted from the Trademark Gazette at the 
TMO’s and this matter will also followed up by Food and Drugs Institution.  

The Lawsuit Is Only Registered in Indonesia 

As mentioned above, the Cap Kaki Tiga is product is manufactured in Indonesia under the license 
from Wen Ken Group which located in Singapore. This product is manufactured and marketed in 
Indonesia by PT. Kino Indonesia. According to Octavian Adhar, Vince’s lawyer in this lawsuit case, 
and the court decision to deleted the brand name from the general list of Marks (Trademark Gazette) 
has only affected in Indonesia market since the person who filed the lawsuit, in this case Vince, only 
find the brand name in Indonesia market. 

The lawsuit against Cap Kaki Tiga is basically registered in Indonesia. Meanwhile, the headquarters 
of Wen Ken Drug is located in Singapore, and it does not affected by this lawsuit. Therefore, the 
product of Cap Kaki Tiga which marketed in Singapore and Malaysia under the brand name of Three 
Legs Cooling Water were not affected by this lawsuit and would not be pulled from the market. The 
product that will be pulled from the market is only the one that uses Cap Kaki Tiga as its brand name, 
which is produced and marketed in Indonesia.  

A Quick Look at the Verdict 

The verdict has been issued by the Supreme Court which base on political side is corrected. This 
verdict has also follows the international law about intellectual property. The logo that used for the 
brand name shouldn’t resemble any logos of other institutions or any groups that already existed, 
moreover, the worst side is this logo is having the similarity with other country’s flag. Therefore, the 
verdict which issued by the Supreme Court in this case was absolutely proper. 

In the future, government should be stricter about releasing the license for any brand names that want 
to be marketed in Indonesia. The government also needs to have better knowledge about logos and 
brand names that want to get the license as well. By doing so, the chance of similar cases to be 
appeared might be decreased.    

Clarification from Cap Kaki Tiga Company 

The decision of deletion of the brand name from the general list of Marks (Trademark Gazette) has 
issued by the Supreme Court. This means that there are no companies that will be allowed to use the 
three legs logo in the future for their products. However, this lawsuit also makes the company that 
produces Cap Kaki Tiga reacted. 

There are some clarifications issued by PT. Kino Indonesia as the manufacturer of Cap Kaki Tiga in 
Indonesia. These clarifications are including: 

-       The verdict from the Supreme Court of Indonesia only forbid the uses of the logo but did not 
forbid the production, distribution, and the marketing of Cap Kaki Tiga product in Indonesia. 

-       The Cap Kaki Tiga product has been existed since 1937. This product has been marketed and 
distributed in Malaysia and Singapore and since 1980 and this product has been sold in Indonesia. 
According to the company, this product is also basically produced and sold in India, Sri Lanka, Brunei, 
and Thailand. Therefore, the statement that said this product is only produced and marketed in 
Indonesia was not true.  

 

 



 
 

 

 

-       Wen Ken as the owner of the license of this product gives his gratitude to all parties that have 
been involved in the production and distribution of this product and guarantee that the Cap Kaki Tiga 
product will still be produced and marketed in Indonesia. 

Based on this clarification, the company will continue the production of Cap Kaki Tiga product in the 
future with the new logo. 

The Aftermath of the Lawsuit 

Since the Supreme Court realeased the verdict on 2 September 2016, the brand name of Cap Kaki 
Tiga has been deleted from the general list of Marks (Trademark Gazette) at the DGIP (Directorate 
General of Intellectual Property) and the use of the said logo in Indonesia. Due to the lawsuit, the 
three legs logo is prohibited to be used as the logo or the brand names of any products in the future.

         

However, as suggested in the clarifications which issued by the Wen Ken Group, the company which 
produces Cap Kaki Tiga will remain produce this product in the future despite of the verdict. What is 
prohibited is the uses of the three legs logo but not the production and marketing of the product itself. 
So in the future we still might find Cap Kaki Tiga products on the market. However, the product might 
use other logo for their brand name since they can’t use the three legs logo anymore.  

Global View about the Lawsuit 

This lawsuit and this case is a perfect example of the importance of choosing the right brand names 
or logos for your product. In this case of lawsuit against Cap Kaki Tiga product, the company has 
been wrong for not performing proper check before they list their brand name to get the license. The 
Trademarks Office has made a huge mistake by granted its logo which has the similarity with the 
United Kingdom’s flag. Meanwhile, the government also made mistake for not checking the logo of 
the brand name before they release the license.  
 

 

 
 

  


